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Wattles Family Manuscript Collection 

1 linear foot (2 MB) 

1822-1985 

 

Finding aid started by unknown in 1992, continued by Ray Lucas in 2005 and Crystal Corcoran, 

and compiled and formatted by Danielle Golling, September, 2017. 

Creator: Wattles Family 

Acquisition: This collection was deposited at the Troy Historic Village by Morris Wattles and 

various other donors. 

Language: English 

Access: Open for research by appointment only. Please call Curator Elizabeth Thornburg at 248-

524-3570 or email Curator@thvmail.org  

Location: Archive, Boxes 31 & 32, Row 1, Shelf 1U 

Related Material: There are 3 Biographical/Family History files on the Wattles family and their 

home, 16 Audio Cassettes featuring Morris Wattles in the Troy Historical Society Oral History 

Collection, as well at the Wattles Family Photographic Collection. 
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Abstract:  

 

     The Wattles Family Manuscript Collection consists primarily of records, donated by 

Morris Wattles, who was active in preserving the community’s history. 

 

     Alexander Wattles (b. 1783 d. 1869) settled in Troy Township in 1837.  He and his wife, 

Marcia Bennett Wattles.   Silas Bennett Wattles (b. 1827 d. 1912) married Helen M. Harris 

In 1855, and had one child Harry Bennett Wattles (b. 1856 d. 1939).  Harry and Sarah Jane 

(Jennie) Bingham married in 1876, and had a daughter, Helen Mary.  After Jennie died in 

1890, Harry married family friend Mattie E. Axtell in 1892.  Three years later she gave birth to a 

son, Morris Axtell Wattles.  Morris and his half-sister Helen Mary, neither of whom married, 

resided in the Wattles family home until their deaths. 

 

 

     The Wattles house, built c. 1845 by Clark Beardsley, was purchased by the Wattles family  

c. 1876 and modified in 1909, still stands at 3864 Livernois Road. 

 

   

Important Subjects: 

   Wattles, Alexander, 1783-1869 

                                    Wattles, Harry Bennett, 1856-1939 

                                    Wattles, Helen Mary, 1878-1979 

                                    Wattles, Mattie Axtell, 1870-1944 

                                    Wattles, Morris Axtell, 1895-1988 

                                    Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham, 1859-1890 

   Wattles, Silas Bennett, 1827-1912 

    

Scope & Content Note: This two box collection contains research materials, business records, 

personal records including correspondence, property documents and other items from the Wattles 

family from 1822 to 1985. 
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Arrangement: Historical Background of the family is presented first, followed by the 

family’s Land Records, and then records of individual family members, in order of generation: 

 

         Container Folder 

Folder Title        Number Number 

Historical Background; Genealogy          31       1 

Historical Background; Genealogy; Compiled Histories       31       2 

Historical Background; National Register of Historic Places      31       3 

     Nominations Form 

Historical Background; Research Notes         31       4 

Land Records; Abstract of Title to land in NE ¼ of Section 21,      31       5 

     1822-1862 

Land Records; Abstract of Title to land in Section 21, 1822-1940      31       6 

Land Records; Abstract of Title to land in NE ¼ of Section 21,       31       7 

     1822-1940 

Land Records; Property Tax Records; Macomb Township;        31       8 

     Ephraim Axtell (b. 1814 d. 1893), 1897; Troy Township;  

     James Dooley, 1927 

Wattles, Alexander; Land Grant Certificates; Section 25 & 26       31       9 

     (copies), 1837 

Wattles, Silas Bennett; Property Tax Records, 1879-1890;       31       10 

     50
th

 Wedding Anniversary Announcement, 1905 

Wattles, Harry Bennett; Personal Correspondence, 1879-1890      31       11 

     (1 of 2) 

Wattles, Harry Bennett; Personal Correspondence, 1879-1890      31       12 

    (2 of 2) 

Wattles, Harry Bennett; Business Records, 1901-1937       31       13 

Wattles, Harry Bennett; Property Tax Records, 1896-1928       31       14 

Wattles, Harry Bennett; Account Book, 1800s        31       15 
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Wattles, Harry Bennett; Cattle Book, 1920s-1930s        31       16 

Wattles, Harry Bennett & Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham;      31       17 

     Personal Correspondence, 1879-1890 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Memorabilia, c. 1879-1890      31       18 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Wedding Announcements,      31       19 

     1885-1886 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       20 

     1870-1879 (1 of 3) 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       21 

     1870-1879 (2 of 3) 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       22 

     1870-1879 (3 of 3) 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       23 

     1880-1889 (1 of 2) 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       24 

     1880-1889 (2 of 2) 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       25 

     1890 (1 of 3) 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       26 

     1890 (2 of 3) 

Wattles, Sarah Jane (Jennie) Bingham; Personal Correspondence,       31       27 

     1890 (3 of 3) 

 

Wattles, Mattie Axtell; Memorabilia; n.d., 1905, 1917       32       1 

Wattles, Mattie Axtell; Personal Correspondence, n.d., 1893      32       2 

Wattles, Mattie Axtell; Property Tax Records, 1899-1927       32       3 

Wattles, Mattie Axtell; Warranty Deed, 1899-1927        32       4 

Wattles, Mattie Axtell; Scrapbook, c. 1930s         32       5 
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Wattles, Mattie Axtell; Secretary’s Book; The Old Boys and Girls      32       6 

     of Macomb District No. 1, 1941-1943 

Wattles, Helen Mary; Childhood Papers         32       7 

Wattles, Helen Mary; High School Program, 1895-1896       32       8 

Wattles, Helen Mary; Memorabilia, 1901-1948        32       9 

Wattles, Helen Mary; Teaching Notebook, c. 1941        32       10 

Wattles, Helen Mary; Memorabilia; Post-Retirement, 1950-1979      32       11 

Wattles, Helen Mary; Obituary & Memorials, 1979        32       12 

Wattles, Helen Mary & Wattles, Morris Axtell; Greeting Cards      32       13 

     from Stella, n.d., 1947 

Wattles, Helen Mary & Wattles, Morris Axtell; Postcard        32       14 

     Correspondence, 1971-1976 

Wattles, Morris Axtell; Business & Personal Records, 1929-1939      32       15 

Wattles, Morris Axtell; Business & Personal Records, 1940-1977      32       16 

Wattles, Morris Axtell; Letters from Schoolchildren, 1966       32       17 

Wattles, Morris Axtell; Letters from Schoolchildren, 1978       32       18 

Wattles, Morris Axtell; Commemorations & Awards, 1977-1985      2       19 

Wattles, Morris Axtell; Memorabilia; Political, 1975-1976       2       20    

Wattles, Morris Axtell; Report Card, Commencement Program,       2       21 

     & Diploma, 1905, 1918, 1935 

Wattles, Morris Axtell; “Troy”; Paper given by Morris Wattles      2       22  

     before the Oakland County Pioneer and Historical Society 

Assorted papers; Obituaries & Funeral Publications from        2       23 

     Mary Helen, Morris, and Jervis J. Wattles; Wattles Scholarship  

     Mailings; Assorted Newspaper Clippings, Newsletters, &  

     Mailings; & Paper by Lori Lance. 


