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each day during the month of October.
Sponsors are provided a wooden frame
if they wish to build their own scarecrow
or they can contract with volunteers in
our slightly corny “Field Office” to build
their scarecrows. Sponsor packets are
available on our website.

HALLOWEEN 2015
The corn in our Pioneer Garden will only
be “knee high by the 4th of July,” but our
staff and volunteers are already thinking
about building scarecrows! Throughout
October the Village will once again
be filled with creative scarecrows and
feature fun programs and fundraising
events that support Village programs
and the Troy Historical Society. This
year’s event theme is Toys n’ Troy. It
is not mandatory to follow this theme
in designing a scarecrow, but we ask
that all designs be family-friendly. So,
consider building a scarecrow for the
Village if you are an artistic or crafty
individual; a business owner who wants
to reach thousands of people in 30
days; or a family or group seeking a
great team building activity.
Businesses are invited to sponsor The
Scarecrow Row along our Livernois
fence line. These scarecrows and
sponsoring company logos will be
visible to 10,000 southbound motorists

Proudly sponsored by:

Individuals, families, youth groups,
scout troops, art classes, clubs, and
organizations are welcome to build
a scarecrow and compete for terrific
prizes awarded at our annual Trick or
Treat event on October 24 (12:30-3:30
pm). Wooden scarecrow frames and
directions are $10 each and can be
picked up at the Village beginning July
27. If you would like stuffing, clothes
and creative assistance, you can build
your scarecrow on September 19 or 26
at Village Workshops for $15. Advance
registration is required. All completed
scarecrows must be returned to the
Village no later than September 28. All
entries will be displayed in the Village
between September 30 and October 31.
Then, mark your calendar for the
annual Scarecrow Glow on Wednesday,
September 30 from 6:00 – 9:00 pm.
This wonderful adult party features
live music, great food from a dozen
area restaurants, Granite City beers
and Fieldstone wines, plus our own
special s’more stations and tons of fun.
Costumes are welcome but optional.
We guarantee it is the most casual,
enjoyable fundraiser you will ever

/thvillage

/Troy Historic Village

attend. Tickets are $40 each, $75/
couple or purchase a “Crow-Special”–
12 for $450.
Information
on
all
Scarecrow
sponsorships, kits, events, and tickets
is available at www.troyhistoricvillage.
org, just click on the Scarecrow icon on
the main page. You can also call David
Zuza at 248-524-3571 or email him at
fund@thvmail.org for more information
about sponsorships for the Scarecrow
Row and Glow.
Finally, we are happy to accept
donations of clean old clothes (size
large or greater,) hats, wigs, and packing
peanuts this summer. To donate, please
contact Stephanie Suszek at apd@
thvmail.org or call 248-524-3309.
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THS Awarded Grant
Troy Historic Society in partnership with members of the AsianAmerican community in Troy has been awarded a Heritage
Grant from the Michigan Humanities Council. This $24,953 grant
will support Many Stories– One Heritage, a yearlong project to
record the oral histories of twentieth century Asian American
immigrants to Troy and the region and to develop education
tools, programs, and events that enhance understanding of our
cultural differences and commonalities by sharing local stories about race and cultural
history. Additional programs, discussion groups and social events at the Village will
provide new opportunities for members of our diverse community to gather, share
ideas and learn from and with one another. Please check the Village Press, monthly
e-news, and our website for more updates.
“Troy and Oakland County became a destination for many Asians who immigrated to the
United States when the Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1965 was implemented,”
explained Loraine Campbell. “The experiences of individuals and families who arrived
in our community from India, Japan, China, the Philippines and other nations are a
significant component of history. We are excited to receive financial support from the
Michigan Humanities Council to collect and preserve their authentic stories and to
make them accessible to educators, historians, and other community organizations.”
Embracing Excellence Celebrates Troy’s 60th Anniversary
THS in partnership with Huntington Bank celebrated 60 years of growth in Troy
and the Big Beaver Corridor at a special reception on April 21. The event, held in
the atrium lobby of Huntington Bank’s regional offices on Big Beaver Road, featured
complimentary food from Westborn Market, beverages from Fieldstone Winery, and a
special exhibit of street signs, household and business items, photos, documents, and
vintage fashions from the last six decades.
THS leadership welcomed Congressional, state, county, and local government
representatives who presented proclamations commemorating the City’s anniversary
year and the contributions of the Society to preserve community history through the
significant collections of the Troy Historic Village. The Society was also presented a
$500 grant from Allegra’s FootPRINT Fund.
Meet Hadley Roy and Grace Pheiffer
This summer the Village staff welcomes two summer interns. Hadley Roy just completed
her freshman year at Hillsdale College where she is majoring in economics. A ball
of efficiency and professionalism, Hadley is developing program flyers and helping
maintain the Village website and Facebook pages. She also assists the interpretive
staff with summer youth programs.

Ex Officio
Loraine Campbell
Executive Director

Hadley Roy
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Grace Pheiffer is an elementary education
major at Baker College. She is working with the
interpretive staff to develop a new school outreach
program. This program will not replace our popular
educational fieldtrips, but provide an opportunity for
school groups that cannot visit the Village because
of transportation issues. Like all Village education
programs, it will be interactive, meet state-mandated
curriculum requirements, and include activities that
Grace Pheiffer reinforce the educational content. THS hopes to pilot
the program in select classrooms early in 2016.

summer 2015

A Letter from our Executive Director,

Loraine Campbell

The Village will be a busy place this summer. For the
first time, we will be open on Thursday evenings in
July and August. Each Try-it Thursday will feature a
different theme, activity, or way to enjoy the Village.
Check out the program and calendar of events in this
issue for more specific information. So, pack a picnic
supper and grab your family, friends and neighbors and
enjoy wonderful summer evenings in the Village.
If you haven’t purchased your tickets for the Wednesday,
July 8th Troy Garden Club Walk, you can still get them
in the Village Store. Admission to the Village is free
on the day of the Troy Garden Club Walk from 9:00
am until 6:30 pm so that everyone can shop at the
Arts and Crafts Boutique, the garden plant sales, and
unique items in the “Fabulous Finds” tent. Remember
to also stop and shop at the Village Store and buy THS
raffle tickets to win terrific gifts baskets! Visit Poppleton
School to see an outstanding Student Art exhibit.
As you enjoy the Village and all of the featured gardens on July 8, be
sure to thank the women and gentlemen of the Troy Garden Club for
their hands-on and financial support of the Village. This summer they
are replacing the old overgrown shrubbery on either side of our main
entrance and planting new annuals and perennials in the flower beds
throughout the Village. We are delighted with their efforts to improve
our curbside appeal and make the Village even more attractive and
enchanting.
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Over the summer you will also see capital improvements taking
place in the Village. The City of Troy is using Community
Development Block funds to install a new accessibility ramp at
the west entrance of the main building (Pioneer Room door) and
replace the deteriorated wooden ramps on the General Store.
These improvements, like the new pathways installed last summer, will
make the Village safer and more accessible for all of our visitors.
Each of these projects reflects the efforts of committed individuals who have pooled time, talents,
and financial resources to improve our community and enhance the Village. Every ounce of
effort and every dollar invested have been critically important. Exactly four years ago, on July 1,
2011, the Troy Historical Society took over management of the Village in the midst of the “Great
Recession.” The Society had a history of spearheading historic preservation projects, however,
the organization had never run a nonprofit business, managed a payroll, or owned equipment
beyond a pocket calculator and a coffee pot. There were some naysayers in Troy that bet that the
Society’s noble efforts would fail within months. Keeping the doors open and the bank balance
in the black has been, and continues to be, a daily challenge. We have worked hard to turn
your suggestions into new programs and your good ideas into actions. But we truly need your
continued enthusiasm as ambassadors to introduce new people to the Village. We also need your
participation at events and your financial support for the Village to remain open and continue to be
a valuable community resource that preserves and shares our rich heritage.
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Volunteer Spotlight:

Kay McFarland
Kay McFarland is a gracious and soft
spoken Village Ambassador who is
known for her excellent ideas and
exceptional efficiency. Kay is also a
long-time Troy resident. Raised in
Grosse Pointe, she moved to Troy
as a newlywed fifty years ago. She
taught first and second grade at Starr
Elementary School in Royal Oak until
her first pregnancy. “Back in the 1960s
school administrators wouldn’t let a
pregnant woman teach,” she explained.
Later, as the mother of two, she worked
as a part time library page at the Troy
Public Library. That position morphed
into jobs at the circulation desk,
audio visual department, and in adult
services. Eventually Kay became a
full-time library employee in charge of
developing adult programs that were

supported financially by the
Friends of the Library. She
was also an Oakland County
Literacy volunteer and is
still an active member of the
Beacon Unitarian Universalist
Congregation
(formerly
Emerson Unitarian Universalist
Church) and a volunteer for the
Friends of Troy Seniors.
“I just like to stay busy,” she
explained. The Troy Historical
Society deeply appreciates
the ideas Kay brings to the
Village Store Committee, her
willing assistance at Village
events during the past four
years, and the gracious and
friendly welcome she provides
to Village visitors.

Art Mix and Mingle a Great Success
In their first collaborative effort, the Troy
Historical Society and the Image and
Arts Council of Troy (IACT) hosted Art,
Mix & Mingle on Thursday June 4. The
delightful evening and friend-raising
event combined art exhibits by local
artists, tasty food, wine, and live music
provided by keyboardist Kerry Price.
Seventy guests strolled through our
historic buildings where thirty different
artists displayed their work. Regional
painters, photographers, sculptors, and
metal and ceramic artists discovered
the Village and mingled with history
lovers who appreciate the beauty and
importance of art in heritage.

gallery and throughout the
community,”
explained
Adult Programs Director
Stephanie Suszek who
organized the event with
IACT members.
The event also showcased
Artisan Arts, a program
focused on the timehonored techniques used
to create art. Heritage
is found not only in art,
but in the tools and skills
used to create art. Artisan
Arts has grown from one Blacksmithing
class to a robust schedule of
painting, metalworking, calligraphy,
woodworking, and mosaic classes.
As a result of the Mix and Mingle, new
classes and instructors will be added in
the fall.

“I was particularly delighted by the
wonderful pieces contributed by Paint a
Miracle. This Rochester-based nonprofit
provides studio space and instructors
for those recovering from traumatic
injuries and illnesses. These artists
work in a variety of mediums and exhibit Art, Mix & Mingle was made possible
and sell their work in the Paint a Miracle in part with financial support from the
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Kresge Foundation and the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs.
The Troy Historical Society and IACT
are also grateful to event sponsors
RJ Thomas Showroom, the Michigan
Design Center, the Marie Howard
Showroom, and Charlene Brown and
for prizes donated by Blick Art Supplies,
Green’s Art Supply, and Michigan by the
Bottle.
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Don’t miss Cheddar’s
Next Preschool
Story Hour!
10:30 - 11:30 am

July 1
“Q is for Quilt”

Aug. 5
“Jugglers, Clowns and
Acrobats, Oh MY!”

Fee: $5 per Adult; $3 per Child
Appropriate for ages 2-5.
Refreshments provided.
Registration required. 248.524.3570

Sept. 2
“Grow, Gather and
Munch”

Artisan
at the Village

Parent-Child Painting Class
Parents and children paint watercolor pictures together
in the scenic gardens of the Troy Historic Village. Use
interesting techniques, including stamping, and leave the
class with your very own work of art on archival-quality
paper. Class will be held in rain (indoors) or shine! Ages 5
and up.

The Village Press

Instructor: Megan Swoyer Garbinski, Plein Air Artist
Date: Saturday July 18
Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Price: $20/adult, $10/one child + $5/each additional child;
includes supplies
Petals ‘n Paint
Head into the ABC Garden where each flower starts with
a letter from the alphabet and inspires budding artists to
capture Mother Nature’s work on paper. Observe and sketch
your favorite flowers and then paint them with watercolors.
Add a variety of intriguing elements, from candle wax to
table salt, to create a unique piece of art on archival-quality
paper. Class held in rain (indoors) or shine! Ages 8 to 18.
Instructor: Megan Swoyer Garbinski, Plein Air Artist
Date: Saturday July 25
Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Price: $30/student, includes supplies

Cheddar is on Facebook!
facebook.com/cheddarthevillagemouse
Kids be sure to ask an
adult before going online!

2nd Saturday of the month

All Things Apple

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Registration required: Call 248.524.3598
September 12
Advance
tickets $6.00 At the DOOR $7.00 (5 and up)
summer
Family Rate $25.00
Brownies and Scouts can draw an image onto Come
to the Village for a seasonal sensation! Cook, stir,
and sample applebutter, applesauce, and other
delights. Turn the cider press and apple peeler. Find
our historical roots with Squire Judkins and his “Apple
Bee” and tales of Johnny Appleseed. FUN fruitfamily-friendly activity on an intimate scale!

2015

Twilight Tour
September 24
6:30 – 8:00 pm (Repeats Oct. 22 6:00 – 7:30pm)
Advance Registration Required $6.00 per adult/
$4.00 per child (not intended for children under 5)
See your Historic Village in a new light! Enchant your
evening with the smells and sights of Village Vintage!
These tours are timed for dusk; September will feature
vintage lighting and demonstration of candle making.
The ‘Tober Twilight Tour will be more about evening
smells, from dinner cooking to late-night canning.

Blacksmithing Classes 2014

See examples of Megan’s work at www.greenbushmedia.com.

The Village Press
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Troy Traffic Jam Car Show
Do you like vintage cars? Are you looking for a fun and family friendly way to
enjoy a nice summer day with great cars, good food, and oldies music? Come
and join us at the eighth annual Troy Traffic Jam car show that will be held on
Sunday, August 2nd, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm on the beautiful grounds of the
Columbia Center (southwest corner of Livernois and Big Beaver).
The Troy Traffic Jam represents a wonderful partnership between THS/Troy
Historic Village, the City of Troy, and our major sponsors: Kirco/Columbia
Center, Suburban Collection, and Kelly Services. Our goal is to continue to
make the Troy Traffic Jam one of the most recognized, unique, and premier
car shows in the region.
There is no charge for the public and ample free parking is available. If you
own a special car and would like to be one of the two hundred plus enthusiasts
that display their pride and joy, you can register your vehicle by going to the
Troy Traffic Jam website (http://www.troymi.gov/CarShow) or calling Cindy
Stewart at 248-524-1147.
The Village needs numerous volunteers to help us park cars, greet visitors, sell
ice cream and water, and sell raffle tickets. If you would like to help by volunteering at the Troy Traffic Jam, please
contact David Zuza at the Village by calling (248-524-3571) or sending him an email (fund@thvmail.org).
If you are a business and would like to support the Troy Historic Village and get great exposure with over 1,000 visitors
and over 200 car show registrants, consider being a sponsor. We have a variety of sponsorship opportunities that
David can share with you. Call him at 248-524-3571.
We look forward to seeing you on Sunday August 2nd at the Troy Traffic Jam!

Try-It Thursdays
Thursdays, July 2 – September 3, 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
History Lives near you on Thursday Evenings; find it at the Troy Historic Village!
Try-It Thursday activities take place rain or shine with the exception of Public
Safety Day. Regular admission rates apply; crafts, food vendors, and Sept. 3
program may be extra. Call 248-524-3570 for details and activity times.
We are pleased to present these themes:
					
July 2 		
Guided Tours featuring Flags			
July 9 		
Get Fit in the Village
July 16 		
Sense of the Past: 5 Senses Explored			
July 23		
Reel Adventure: Fly Tying
July 30		
Transportation Troy—then Traffic Jam on Aug. 2
Aug 6		
Summer Enchanted Evening: Music, Munchies and More
Aug 13		
Circling the Campfire: stories and food				
Aug 20 		Public Safety Day—Troy FD & PD (rain date Aug 27) OR
Games Inside
Aug 27		
Games In or Out (Rain Date for Public Safety Day)
Sep 3		
Special Behind-the-Scenes Tour (Members $3 / Adults $6)
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Bit of History

Walter Bemis
As of July 1 a small group of volunteer
researchers and writers have posted
on our website and Facebook page
181 unique stories that highlight the
people, places, events and innovations
since 1955 that have affected our lives.
Approximately 80% of the stories are
focused on Troy history. Below is the
story of a Troy school janitor who left
his mark on the community.
Walter Bemis was neither wealthy nor
famous. But he was beloved by the
community and rich beyond measure.
The namesake of Bemis Elementary
School moved to Troy in 1927 from
Temperance, Michigan. His family’s
saving were wiped out after both
his wife and son contracted typhoid.
“Someone I knew was coming here.
So I asked him if he found me a job
that paid more money to let me know.
So I came here.”
Bemis was working in a cornfield that
is now part of White Chapel Cemetery
when he broke both of his arms in an
accident. While waiting to regain his

full strength for farming, Bemis agreed
to help out at Poppleton School (which
at that time was located on the corner
of Crooks and Big Beaver Roads.)
Mr. Bemis loved the work and stayed.
He also loved the children and cared
for them. In the days before school
cafeterias he was known to warm
kettles of soup so the children could
have a hot lunch. If a child did not
have a lunch, he always seemed to
have an extra sandwich.

children” in the Troy Schools.
Bemis Elementary School was named
in his honor by popular decree in 1978,
and in 1983 the school hosted a party
for him on his 85th birthday. They
gathered again at Bemis Elementary
to salute him on his 91st birthday.
Walter Bemis and his wife Rowena
were married 71 years. They had four
children and numerous grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and even a greatgreat grandchild before he passed
away in 1991 at the age of 93.

It was 2 ½ years before Bemis took his
first day off from his temporary job. He
continued his work as the Poppleton Ken Lahti, the Principal at Bemis in the
custodian for the next 30 years summer
until early 1980s stated, “He was kind and
he was 70 years old. Then he worked hardworking, always giving his best. If
for a decade on a part time basis. we could follow this pattern, we would
Even in retirement he would substitute all be better.”
for an ailing custodian when needed.
He also spent his leisure time building
sandboxes and bookshelves for “his

2015
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Place of Worship Tours

Let’s meet up! Join
the Troy Historical
Society in visiting
some of this city’s
many different places
of worship. We’ll hear
the history of these
congregations and
see the beautiful and
unique architecture of
their buildings. Tours
begin at 7:30 pm in
the parking lot of each
place of worship.

July 15: St. Anastasia Catholic Church, 4571
John R Road
Established in 1833, the diocese of Detroit
predates Michigan’s statehood and its first
cathedral is the second-oldest continually
operating parish in the United States. It was
from this archdiocese that St. Anastasia Parish
in Troy was established in 1968. Join us for a
tour of the current St. Anastasia Catholic Church
building, and learn about the beliefs and history
of its congregation.

Northfield Parkway
In 1982, a small group of people desired to
establish a Jewish community in Troy. The
name Congregation Shir Tikvah (Song of Hope)
reflects the strong roles that music and prayer,
learning and laughter, faith and healing play in
this community. Tour Shir Tikvah to learn about
this congregation’s very interesting history in
Troy, its beliefs and celebrations.

Price: $5 THS members, $7 non-members.
August 19: Congregation Shir Tikvah, 3900 Advance registration required.

The Village Press
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James Myers: jim@allegratroy.com or Gerald Savalle: gerald@allegratroy.com

QUALITY FULL COLOR PRINTING | DIGITAL COLOR PRINTING
ELECTRONIC PRE-PRESS/IMAGING | GRAPHIC DESIGN
HIGH-VOLUME COPYING | LARGE-FORMAT PRINTING | CORPORATE IDENTITY
DIRECT MAIL | PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS | NEWSLETTERS | BINDERY

3334 Rochester Rd. Troy, Michigan 48083
248.528.2990 ph 248.528.3505 fx www.allegratroy.com
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Hours:
Mon thru Fri: 10 am - 3 pm
Sat: 9 am - 2 pm
(Thru the summer)

Thursday Teas
at Two

13

Price: $7 per Tea ticket, or purchase a
Summer Season Pass for $18. Includes
admission and entry into our teacup prize
drawing. Register in advance as space is
limited for this popular series. No refunds,
no exchanges.
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August 27: Great Female Artists of
Detroit
Join author and native-Detroiter Susan
Bilek in exploring the rich history of Detroit
through portraits, still life, cityscapes and
more—all created by local female artists!
Find out more about Detroit’s history
through this unique overview of the events
and sights that shaped our lives. See the
work of over a dozen artists from the past
and present, including Nora Mendoza,
Niagara and Gilda Snowden.

Join author and crime historian Tobin T.
Buhk as he recounts three of the most
infamous crimes in Michigan History. Hear
the shocking confession of Martha Beck
and Raymond Fernandez, the notorious
“Lonely Hearts Killers” whose crime spree
ended in a West Michigan suburb in 1949.
Follow investigators as they hunt the “Coed” killer whose string of brutal murders
in the late 1960s frightened co-eds into
staying home nights. And visit a cafe where
one of American’s most infamous missing
persons cases began in 1975. Trace the
final movements of Jimmy Hoffa and
analyze the various whodunnit theories.
Take a Walk on the Dark Side...it’s a stroll
you won’t forget!

60 Wattles
Rd.
| Troy,
July
30: Taking
a Walk
onMI
the 48098
Dark Side

Sip a cup of tea while enjoying a slice of
history. A different delightful topic each
month! Presentations begin in Old Troy
Church at 2 pm and last one hour. Guests
are welcome to bring their own china cup
and saucer if preferred.
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Traffic Jam
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Artisan
at the Village
NEW!
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Instructor: Megan Swoyer Garbinski,
Plein Air Artist
Date: Friday July 17
Time: 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Price: $25/student, includes supplies

Think you’re not an artist? Think again!
It’s more about tenacity than talent.
You’ll put watercolor paint to paper,
release your inner artist and turn out a
simple masterpiece on archival-quality
paper during this outdoor painting
class, held rain or shine. Ages 13 to
18.

Fearless Friday

Instructor: Rose Weiss, Resident
Metalsmith
Dates: Monday July 13 – Friday July
17
Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Price: $100/student, includes materials
and 10 hours of instruction. Must
register in advance.

discovered by mankind, is also one of
the easiest to transform into beautiful
and useful objects. You will learn 5
basic metalsmithing techniques as you
explore copper and create your own
ornamental object. Ages 10 to adult.

60
Wattles
| Troy,
48098
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Become a Villager Today!
YES! I want to be a Villager.

Please process my Troy Historical Society membership
which will activate my Villager status at the Troy Historic Village.

$35: Individual
$50: Couple/Family
(includes children under 21)

Name:
Address:

Payment Options:
Enclosed Check (Check #
Visa
Master Card
Discover
Credit Card Number:
Credit Card Security Number
(3 digit code on back)

Card Expiration Date:___________________
Signature:
____________________________________

Already a Villager?

Phone:
Email:

$

General Fund

$

Adopt-A-Class

$

Other________________

$
$

Niles-Barnard Renovation
Special Programs

Return completed form & payment to: 60 W. Wattles Road | Troy, MI 48098
Make checks payable to: Troy Historical Society

Adults: $5
Seniors:$3
Children (6-12): $3
Children under 6: FREE
@TroyHVillager

60 W. Wattles Rd.
Troy, MI 48098
troyhistoricvillage.com
/troyhistoricvillage

Troy Historic Village
Troy Historical Society
60 W. Wattles Road
Troy MI 48098

Why?

To support quality, engaging family education
To support Hands-On local learning
Free Admission to the Village
Programs Discount
Village Press
10% Discount in Village Store
E-Newsletter - Monthly

Consider supporting the Village as a Donor!
Become a part of history by supporting our
general fund or donate to a specific need:
I wish to Donate...

Hours:
Mon thru Fri: 10 am - 3 pm

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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