2014
fall

The Village Press

60 West Wattles Road | Troy, MI 48098
troyhistoricvillage.org

/troyhistoricvillage

/cheddarthevillagemouse

@TroyHVillager

/thvillage

/Troy Historic Village

Dear Friends,
Grown-ups are invited to follow me through the rabbit hole for a
wonderful evening at the Troy Historic Village!
On Wednesday, October 22 from 6 to 9 pm the Troy Historical Society will host
a terrific and magical party called the Scarecrow Glow. They promise that it will be a
most delicious and fun fundraising event with complimentary food, beer, wine, and nonalcoholic beverages from their partners at Ruth’s Chris Steak House, Kona Grill, Granite City
Brewery, Northern Lakes Seafood, Fieldstone Winery, Achatz Pies, Zoyogurt, and the Mad
Hatter Bistro and Tea House. I’m told that partygoers can make gourmet s’mores, wander by
the blacksmith shop where Rose and her helpers will have the fire stoked, and listen to the sweet
sounds of strolling jazz and bluegrass musicians.
We’ll just follow the Three of Spades- he knows the way!
The White Rabbit and I will greet you at the Rabbit Hole (yes do come and see it!) and you might chat
for a while with the Mad Hatter himself. The Queen of Hearts will be pleased if you arrive in a suitable
Halloween costume and will be especially imperious to those who resemble Alice in Wonderland characters.
Do not fear, however, if you have no costume. She will graciously admit “flannel optional attire”: your most
comfortable jeans and cozy sweatshirt. Whatever you decide, it will work “We’re all mad here.”
And why you might ask, is the Historical Society holding such a wonderful party? The Caterpillar told me that all
of the dollars they raise by selling tickets will support their good work and education programs at the Troy Historic
Village. They also wish their members, friends, and associates to have a most relaxed autumn evening, with lots
of delicious things to eat and drink, time to visit with old friends, and meet new people.
You can purchase your tickets through their website, www.troyhistoricvillage.org, mail them a check made payable to the
Troy Historical Society, or call them at 248-524-3570 if you don’t have time to visit them in person. The price of a ticket
is $40 in advance or $50 on the day of the event. If you have lots of friends, family members, or business associates and
purchase nine tickets, they will give you a tenth ticket for free. They also told me that $25 of each ticket purchase is tax
deductible. Isn’t that nice?
I am very excited about the Scarecrow Glow and will be so very pleased to see you in Wonderland.

HALLOWEEN
Alice in
Wonderland

Sincerely,
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Construction Update
By the time this issue of the Village Press
reaches you, new and safer Village
pathways will be finished. Storm water will
flow into new catch basins, not deep puddles
in front of the Caswell House. We deeply
appreciate the City of Troy’s financial support
for these necessary capital improvements.
Additionally, the landscape bed immediately
west of our front door will be replanted during
the fall and next spring with new shrubs and
trees acquired through a grant from the Troy Garden Club. Volunteers will man the
shovels. We are always grateful to the Garden Club master gardeners and members
for their suggestions, skilled hands, and financial support!
Welcome Roberta Price
THS is delighted to welcome Roberta Price to the Board of Trustees. Roberta will
complete a one-year term created when David Zuza resigned in January to join the
staff as the Society’s Fund Development Director. Roberta brings many outstanding
skills to the Society. She holds an MBA and is currently completing her doctorate in
nonprofit leadership at Walsh College. Roberta cares deeply about history, family
heritage, and making a difference in our regional community.
Cornerstones
Each year THS recognizes long-serving volunteers as Cornerstones, the members
who have advanced our organization in significant ways. On September 17 two
couples, Dale & Janet Schairer and Cheryl & Richard Barnard were inducted
for their outstanding service. The Society also admitted Sherrill Jackson and
Peg Ayers posthumously.
A skilled woodworker with exceptional knowledge of farm equipment, Dale Schairer
demonstrated woodworking in the Wagon Shop for decades, repaired program
materials, and researched old time tools and techniques. Wife Janet assists in the
Village Store, greets guests, and helps with program preparations. Cheryl Barnard
organized the Hand and Eye Show for many years with husband Richard’s help. Both
Barnards served on the Board for over ten years and Cheryl is the Society’s most
recent past president. THS also acknowledged the recent passing of two dedicated
volunteers. Peg Ayers, a great crafts person developed activities for Heritage Days and
other events and assisted in the office when the Village was first established. Sherrill
Jackson’s contributions are highlighted below In Memory.
In Memory
On August 3, 2014 Sherrill Jackson, Secretary of the Troy Historical Society Board of
Trustees, passed away following a lengthy battle with heart disease. Sherrill will be
remembered fondly for the enthusiasm and determination she brought to the Board,
her volunteer spirit, and her deep infectious laugh. An avid photographer, Sherrill
documented many programs, teas, and special events in the Village through hundreds
of digital images. We are grateful for her artistic vision, which artfully captured our
mission. Sherrill was also a passionate advocate for the Stage Nature Center where she
worked and volunteered. The Troy Historical Society extends our deepest condolences
to Sherrill’s sister Denyse Jackson, her colleagues at the nature center, and her many
personal friends.

2

The Village Press

fall 2014

A Letter from our Executive Director,

Loraine Campbell
We found something…

On August 28 contractors working on the Pathways Project were
busy digging four foot trenches to install new drainage pipes and
catch basins in the middle of the Green. Alex Konieczny was on the
scene, watching and sifting through each scoop. Alex will graduate
in December from Oakland University with a BA in Anthropology and
a specialty in Archeology. He joined the Village staff in the spring
as a part-time interpreter after another staff member retired and
moved to Illinois.
When the contractors hit a stone
foundation, Alex went into the trench.
Within minutes he had found hand-cut
nails and bones. He shouted with glee,
“I think this is a sheep’s bone! It’s too
small for cow, and definitely not horse!
I believe these stones were part of a
barn.” The contractors were amused and
I was thrilled. The excavating continued
and I went back to my office. Alex
remained with the contractors.
The following morning he greeted
me with a huge smile. “I have
a surprise for you,” he said and
held up a small arrowhead. “I
found this while sifting through the
excavation.”
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Within the week Alex had consulted with his professor at Oakland
University and Mike Stafford, Executive Director of Cranbrook Institute
of Science, to verify the age and tribal origin of the artifact: 1,100 – 200
years old, during what archeologists refer to as the Late Woodland
Period. He also met with geologist Mary Creager who serves on the
Board of Directors of the Troy Nature Society regarding minerals
and pieces of chert found in the trench. Chert is fine crystalline
sedimentary rock often associated with making stone tools. Now Alex
and part-time curator Elizabeth Thornburg will compile these objects
and information plus other artifacts from the pre-pioneer era in a new
mini-exhibit.
The local history revealed through the small pieces is exciting and
adds to our understanding of the physical and cultural changes in Troy
across thousands of years. But there is a second, equally important
story. Alex, a trained archeologist revealed the story. Elizabeth who
holds a master’s degree and certification as an archivist accessioned
the arrowhead and helped install the mini-exhibit. These museum
professionals work with and for the community to discover, preserve,
and present our shared local history.
The exhibit will remain on display through December. We encourage all
to stop by, enjoy the new pathways, and the story of our own backyard.
But I also invite you to meet Alex and Elizabeth when you next visit.
Without their passion and skills an exciting and interesting piece of our
local history would remain buried.
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Village Loses
Monarch Maple
There is no elegant way to phrase
it. We had to cut down the magnificent
old Norway maple that graced the Village
for as long as we can all remember. Recent
violent storms and strong winds had torn
away nearly a third of the tree’s crown since
January. Professional forester and tree expert
R.J. Laverne explained that over-mature
trees typically go through a process called
retrenchment, shedding branches in the upper
fall
and outermost
part of the canopy. But our tree
also lost major scaffold branches and all of
the weight was on the tips of the remaining
branches leaving them vulnerable to the next
storm. “Even cabling the tree will only slow
the process a bit,” he explained. RJ and three
other tree experts all agreed that the tree is
slowly dying and that in the interest of public
safety it should be removed.

2014

We have saved some of the beautiful, tightly
grained maple wood from the tree, which was
easily 125 years old. We hope to engage
volunteer woodworkers to transform it into
cutting boards and art work that will eventually
be sold in the Village store.
We will also plant a new tree in the Village
in memory of THS Board member Sherrill
Jackson. We are searching for a young oak
that in a century will be as tall and stately as
our old maple. It will remind our successors
of the exceptional vision of people like Sherrill
who work here, care passionately about
shared heritage, and remain committed to the
preserving the Village for future generations.

fall 2014
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Volunteer Spotlight: Ward

Scouts Second
Saturdays

Randol

This month’s volunteer spotlight shines
on Ward Randol, a 14-year member
of the Troy Historical Society and the
lawyer on the Board of Trustees.
An unabashed native Detroiter, Ward
with his family moved back and forth
between Detroit and New York during
his childhood. Following high school
graduation, he attended Yale as an
undergraduate, where he among other
things during his sophomore year,
was the tallest and fastest man on the
intramural touch football team that lost
every game that it played. Two years
later, with new recruits, he was thrilled
when the team won the intramural
championship. Ward then attended the
Yale Law School. After he completed his
second year, he took off a semester for
six months of Army active duty in 1957,
followed by 5-½ years of Army Active Ward Randol
Reserve service. His MP training made THS Board Member & Volunteer
Ward a real whiz at directing traffic in
the Village when needed!
the Village, hire Hopkins Burns Design
Studio to complete a new Village Site
Ward was admitted to the Michigan Plan, and move the Niles-Barnard house
Bar in 1959, and started working for to our historic site. As the current Asst.
Dickinson Wright LLC that same year, Treasurer and Vice President of the
where he has specialized in tax law and Society, he also prepares government
employee benefits. Though officially reports to maintain the Society’s
retired in 1998, he still has an office nonprofit and tax-exempt status.
and secretarial assistance at Dickinson
Wright and goes into the office almost Ward says his favorite part of being
every day.
on the Board is working with the other
members and THV staff to accomplish
Ward became involved with THS in what needs to be done. For fun,
2000 when then new director of the Ward likes to see Gilbert and Sullivan
Troy Museum & Historic Village, Loraine productions and sings with the Oakland
Campbell, asked him to help the Choral Society. He goes to Tigers
Historical Society re-write portions of games and accumulates—not merely
the organization’s bylaws. Ward drafted collects!—books. Books on Michigan
new language including a provision history and birds are favorites. Birding
for what would happen to THS funds has been his life-long hobby, and is
should the Society ever dissolve. During how Ward met Loraine in 1994 when
this project Ward’s interest in Troy’s she worked as a naturalist at the Stage
history and the Village was piqued and Nature Center.
he agreed to serve on the Board and
tackle bigger projects.
“Ward is a very special volunteer
and friend of the Village,” Loraine
Between 2004 and 2011 Ward and THS commented. “His insights, hard work,
Treasurer John Lavender co-chaired and generous support for every project
a capital campaign that raised over are essential to the Society’s efforts. We
$800,000. This money was used to are so pleased to recognize him as our
purchase one acre of land to the west of 2014 Volunteer of the Year.”
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2nd Saturday of the month
October - December
10 am - Noon
Registration required:
Call 248.524.3598
$8 per scout
$5 per adult
Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts:
you’re invited to the Village for
hands-on history adventures.
Oct. 11:
Experiencing the Past
Travel back in time to log cabin
days, the 1860’s and 1914.
Visit buildings of the past, and
explore our community history.
Play with toys of old, too, and
do some listening to the past.
Nov. 8:
Excitement from the Past
Spend some time making
history with crafts from the
past. Seek and find history
clues, and discover six
fascinating facts about Troy.
Dec. 12:
Geology for Scouts
Learn a SIMPLE introduction
to Geology. See rocks and
minerals our ancestors used.
Use a map of Michigan to
place important mines. Collect
three mineral specimens
as well.

fall 2014
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Don’t miss Cheddar’s
Next Preschool
Story Hour!
10:30 - 11:30 am

“Cows at the
Moo-seum”
October 1
Wednesday

“Gingerbread
& Jingle Bells”
December 3
Wednesday

“Hey, Gobble
Gobble”
November 5
Wednesday

Fee: $5 per Adult; $3 per Child
Appropriate for ages 2-5.
Refreshments provided.
Registration required.
Phone: 248.524.3570

Cheddar is on Facebook!
facebook.com/cheddarthevillagemouse
Kids be sure to ask an
adult before going online!

FREE

Trick or Treat

pkins!
Mini Pum
ted by
Dona
Club
Garden

The Troy

October 25: 1-3 pm
Don’t be late for this very important date! You’re invited to
trick-or-treat in our Village Wonderland, collect candy and
make a craft. Have tea with the Mad Hatter, Dormouse and
March Hare, but watch out for the Queen of Hearts! Enter
our contest to win the ultimate trick-or-treat bag!

Price:
•
•
•
•

$2 Kids ages 4 – 12 in
costume with paying adult or
senior
$6 Adults
$4 Seniors 60+
FREE for kids under 4

Sponsored by:
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Thursday
Teas at Two

Artisan
at the Village
http://tagscats.com/pages/gallery/pears80.php
by: Tracey Allyn Greene

Sip a cup of tea while enjoying a slice of history. A
different delightful topic each month! Presentations begin
in Old Troy Church at 2pm and last one hour. Guests
are welcome to bring their own china cup and saucer
if preferred.
Fee: $7 per person, includes admission & a chance to
win a tea cup & saucer.
Register in advance as space is limited for this
popular series.
No refunds, no exchanges.
October 30: Fainting Couches and Physical Fitness
Were 19th century women really as fragile as we have been
told? Learn how changes in lifestyle, including urban living
and clothing, affected women’s health. Susan Nenadic will
consider how the rise of reform dress, physical exercise
programs and more bolstered women’s health.

Adult Watercolor Workshop
Instructor: Plein Air Artist Pete Snodgrass
October 11, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Explore textures and beautiful colors with watercolors.
November 20: Gone With The Wind
No experience necessary.
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the movie release
of ‘Gone With The Wind’! Join Kathleen Marcaccio for the
$35/student (18 and up only), plus cost of supplies.
story of how Margaret Mitchell came to write ‘Gone With
Must register in advance; supplies list given at registration.
The Wind’, how the novel was received, how it became a
movie, and how its legacy has endured for so many years.

Blacksmithing Classes
Blacksmithing for Two

NEW!

Bored with the typical dinner-and-a-movie date night? Try
something new: forge metal and memories with your sweetheart
as you learn the art of blacksmithing in our 19th century wagon
shop. Each couple will make a piece to take home.
Class Date:
10/9
Time: 7 pm - 8:30 pm
Ages: 18 & up
Price: $50/couple
Advance registration required

Basic Blacksmithing
Learn the tasks of a blacksmith’s apprentice. Discover the amazing
forge in our Wagon Shop and learn how malleable hot iron can be.
Build a fire, use an anvil, learn proper hand tool use and 8 basic hand
forging techniques. Make your own hand tool and more.
Class Dates:
10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, 11/8
Time: 10 am - 12 pm
Ages: Ages: 12 & up.
Price: $240/student for 12 hours of instruction

Register Today

Space is VERY limited!
Call: 248.524.3570
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Village Talks!

Test your gubernatorial knowledge with a quiz at the
beginning of each Talk and perhaps win a prize! Join us for
coffee and Michigan-made treats, mingle with other history
buffs and enjoy interesting talks from a variety of presenters.
Talks take place in Old Troy Church at 7:30 pm on the second
Wednesday of the month.
October 8: Governor Mason
Did you know that Michigan boasts the youngest governor in
American history? All in one remarkable year (1835) Stevens
T. Mason fought a war with Ohio over Toledo, helped to write
Michigan’s first Constitution, got himself fired by President
Andrew Jackson and was elected our state’s first governor.
Today he stands as one of Michigan’s foremost statesmen.
Author Don Faber will share with you the amazing, true story
of our “Boy Governor.”
November 12: Governor Pingree
If not for a Supreme Court ruling, Hazen Pingree would
have been both Mayor of Detroit and Governor of Michigan
in 1897! Join author Bill Loomis for a look at Pingree’s life:
his service in the American Civil War, success as a Detroit
businessman, triumphs as Detroit’s mayor—one of the top
ten in U.S. history, according to contemporary American
historians!—his ‘insane hatred of railroads,’ and enemies
made during his term as Michigan’s 24th governor.
Please register in advance. Tickets: $3 THS members/ $5
non-members. Call 248.524.3570 to register.

fall 2014

A Bit of History:

Educating the Citizens
by: Craig Hutchison -THV Contributing Writer

teach common values began to appeal
to the masses.

Poppleton School - c. 1877
Located at the Troy Historic Village
Our founding fathers believed in an
educated citizenry, but how that goal
is achieved today and who controls
it speak of an institution that early
settlers would certainly not recognize.
From Colonial times until around 1850,
the concept of a public education
system controlled and funded by the
government was non-existent. Early
settlers were responsible for their
children’s schooling. Common schools
existed primarily in New England and
were financed by local taxes and
by private donations. Most of them
were used by Puritans to teach their
religious doctrine. Private schools
were the only alternative. The first fully
tax-funded school system was started
in Boston in 1780. Unlike today,
attendance was not compulsory.
In the 1830s and 1840s, specific
beliefs of religious denominations
were excluded from education. The
goal was the inculcation of common
beliefs in order to shape the character
of the next generation. Laws were
passed throughout the United States
prohibiting the use of public funds
by private religion-based schools.
Michigan was the first state to pass
this kind of ban. The idea of funding
schools with public money that would

Endorsement for publicly funded
education in Michigan stemmed from
the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 which
spelled out how territories became
states. The ordinance promoted
public,
government
supported
education, stating: “Religion, morality,
and knowledge being necessary to
good government and the happiness
of mankind, schools and the means
of education shall forever be
encouraged.” The ordinance also
divided the Michigan Territory into
townships and provided for property
taxes to be levied for the purpose
of funding schools. Michigan’s first
constitution adopted the language
of the Northwest Ordinance showing
the state’s commitment to and view
of public education. Those provisions
are still included in Michigan’s
current constitution.
In 1836, John Davis Pierce was
appointed
as
Michigan’s
first
Superintendent of Public Instruction
by Governor Stevens T. Mason.
Pierce proposed the creation of
Michigan public schools and public
libraries. He also called for a system
where no student would have to pay
tuition and where teachers would
have to be certified by the state. This
idea of a uniform system controlled by
the state took hold and spread across
the country. Under this viewpoint,

education was no longer seen as a
choice made by the parents of the
students, but the duty of the state to
properly train its citizenry.
In Michigan, where education was
taken very seriously by the early
pioneers, each township created by
the Northwest Ordinance contained
a one-room schoolhouse, which was
considered a separate district. For
example, Poppleton School, built in
1877 near Big Beaver and Crooks
Road, was District 8. Schools that
included students from two townships
were known as fractional districts. As
time passed, some districts combined
into what were known as union
districts, which precipitated the need
for larger school buildings. Union
schools still had the entire student
population under one roof, but now
students were divided into separate
grades. This was seen as a huge
advantage for students and teachers.
Overcrowding in one-room & union
schools became an issue beginning
in the 1860s. Smaller schools were
established for younger children.
These buildings became known
as elementary schools in the early
20th century. Eventually, as leaders
analyzed the needs of students at
various ages, high schools, junior
highs, and more recently, middle
schools were introduced. Following
World War II, small and single-school
districts were regrouped into larger
consolidated school districts with
boundaries that were independent of
municipal boundaries.
Undoubtedly
the
present-day
educational system will continue
evolve to serve the citizens and
society. History will reveal the success
and effects of these changes.

John Davis Pierce
Michigan’s first Superintendant
of Public Schools.

Craig is a freelance writer available for hire,
he can be contacted via email at
craigehutchison@gmail.com
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James Myers: jim@allegratroy.com or Gerald Savalle: gerald@allegratroy.com

QUALITY FULL COLOR PRINTING | DIGITAL COLOR PRINTING
ELECTRONIC PRE-PRESS/IMAGING | GRAPHIC DESIGN
HIGH-VOLUME COPYING | LARGE-FORMAT PRINTING | CORPORATE IDENTITY
DIRECT MAIL | PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS | NEWSLETTERS | BINDERY

3334 Rochester Rd. Troy, Michigan 48083
248.528.2990 ph 248.528.3505 fx www.allegratroy.com
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Go to:
/TroyHistoricVillage
and Vote for your
favorite Scarecrow!

Scarecrow Row
Facebook Voting!
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Visit troyhistoricvillage.org
& download our Educational
Field Trips brochure.

Call: 248.524.3598

Book your School
Field Trip today!

Teachers!

60 Wattles Rd. | Troy, MI 48098
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The sights and sounds of the
holiday season fill the Village
Green on this special day! Visit
our historic buildings, decked
out in greenery provided by the
Troy Garden Club. Enjoy hot
mulled cider, also courtesy of
TGC, cookies and Christmas
music. Children are invited to
meet Santa and make a craft to
take home. Participate in this
season of giving by bringing
your Toys for Tots donation to
the Village between November
10 and December 12, or on
the day of Hanging of the
Greens. Active duty Marines
and Marine Veterans will be
on hand at the event to accept
your gifts.

No registration necessary.

Saturday December 6, 1:00
pm – 3:00 pm
Price: $6 adults, $4 seniors,
Free kids 12 and under

60Union
Wattles Rd. | Troy, MI 48098
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December 6
SANTA visits
the Village!

Become a Villager Today!
YES! I want to be a Villager.

Please process my Troy Historical Society membership
which will activate my Villager status at the Troy Historic Village.

$30: Individual
$45: Couple/Family
(includes children under 21)

Name:
Address:

Payment Options:
Enclosed Check (Check #
Visa
Master Card
Discover
Credit Card Number:
Credit Card Security Number
(3 digit code on back)

Card Expiration Date:___________________
Signature:
____________________________________

Already a Villager?

Phone:
Email:

Please Email my quarterly Village Press

$

General Fund

$

Adopt-A-Class

$

Other________________

$
$

Niles-Barnard Renovation
Special Programs

Return completed form & payment to: 60 W. Wattles Road | Troy, MI 48098
Make checks payable to: Troy Historical Society

Adults: $5
Seniors:$3
Children (6-12): $3
Children under 6: FREE
@TroyHVillager

60 W. Wattles Rd.
Troy, MI 48098
troyhistoricvillage.com
/troyhistoricvillage

Troy Historic Village
Troy Historical Society
60 W. Wattles Road
Troy MI 48098

Why?

To support quality, engaging family education
To support Hands-On local learning
Free Admission to the Village
Programs Discount
Village Press
10% Discount Coupon
Free Ice Cream Social
(Sept. 2014)

Consider supporting the Village as a Donor!
Become a part of history by supporting our
general fund or donate to a specific need:
I wish to Donate...

Hours:
Mon thru Fri: 10 am - 3 pm

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

)

